CENTRE STAGE NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2010.

I hope you are all enjoying your summer break.

The end of last term was a busy time for us.  
Children from 6 years to 14 have taken their Ballet and Tap exams. My thanks go to Sally Gates who has worked tirelessly with the junior dancers. Results are not through yet.  We will be having more big exam sessions in ballet, modern and tap in November.  Our Modern and Tap teacher, Helen Parker gained 290 points out of 300 for her Foundation in Dance Instruction exam!  This is tremendous, as rarely does a candidate gain such a high mark. 
Our senior drama students presented a play called “Twisted” at the Cobham Village Hall.  The play is a difficult piece written for teenagers but the boys and girls presented the play with confidence and sincerity.  Our drama teacher, Hayley Birbeck, should be congratulated for her dedication and patience.  The Junior drama class is very healthy…so healthy that I am trying to split the class up!  I am hoping we can put an extra class on, on Fridays after school.
Vicky Liversidge continues to be a popular member of staff and helps promote the school by coaching the street jazz/freestyle classes to perform in various venues.  The pouring rain on Bank Holiday Monday didn’t hamper the enthusiasm of the students and they were fabulous, dancing their hearts out.  Vicky’s classes are for children from 9 – teenagers on Wednesdays.

Helen Parker also has a street jazz/freestyle class for the juniors aged 6 – 8 on Wednesdays.  There could also be a Tot’s free style class if enough 4 or 4½ year old children are interested.
Welcome back to Sally Hamilton, who will be returning in September to give the grade 4s an extra class after the birth of her daughter Alicia.
The Agency “Centre Stage @ Platinum Artistes” is beginning to take shape.  The photos we shot are fabulous, thanks to our photographer, Ross McClennan and they are now with my partner Steve Ray.  We have “put up” a few children already for voice overs and a TV drama programme and Will Slough is at the Edinburgh Festival as we speak.  We will be working hard to give our children a great experience through the agency. If you are new to Centre Stage and would like further information about the agency, please contact me.
I am delighted to say Linda Mead (MCSP SRP) is to be our school physio.  
She has a broad knowledge of dancers, having worked extensively with the Rambert Ballet School.  Her dissertation is on “Hyper flexibility in ballet dancers – is it the result of extensive training?” xxxxxxx!  She will be giving a talk soon on “Posture in relationship to good health for both children and adults.”  Further details of date and time soon.   Linda’s number is 07809 233779.
I have had interest in starting a Musical Theatre class on Saturdays.  The classes will concentrate on studying breathing, musicality, projection, interpretation of songs and movement.  I have a teacher who would be interested so if your child would like to join, please can you contact me as soon as possible so I can start preparing for the classes.
Please can I ask you and your children to be prompt when arriving for class?  The children should arrive a good 5 minutes before the start time and not arriving at the start time.  It is very disturbing and annoying for teachers and pupils when the class has to stop for late comers.  Children in the higher grades should arrive even earlier to warm up prior to class. 

Grooming is still a problem within the school.  The correct uniform should be worn for each discipline and if a tee shirt is worn, it must be the school’s tee shirt.  For girls, hair should be in a bun for all ballet class.  Your child’s teacher will help if you find buns are a bit tricky.  A tidy pony tail, bunches or plaits should be worn for modern, tap and street jazz – no long pieces of hair hanging down.
Please can you note the fees for 2010 – 2011.

30 minute class
£40.00p
per Term
45 minute class 
£65.00p
per Term
1 hour class

£75.00p
per Term
In the past, the fees for a double lesson on a Saturday have not been in line with the rest of the school fees.  In order to bring all the fees in line, from next year the class fees will be the same as for 2 x 45 minute classes [see above]
Dates for the academic year 2010 – 2011:

Autumn Term 2010  commences Monday 6th September

Half Term:  Monday 25th October – Saturday 6 November

End of Term:  Saturday 11th December.

Spring Term commences Monday 10th January

Half Term:  Monday 14th February – Saturday 19th 

End of Term:  Saturday 2nd April

Summer Term commences Monday 18th April

Half Term:  Monday 30 May – Saturday 4th June

End of Term:  Saturday 9th July.
Please wander onto the web site – www.centrestagedanceanddrama.co.uk   I hope you find it easy to navigate.  Your feedback would be gratefully received. If you have your own site – a link to ours would be also gratefully received! Thank you to Sally Coutts – Melbourne and your staff, for such a great design.  

Finally may I thank all my teachers for their loyalty, dedication and support and also to all the parents – without whom there would be no CentreStage!
Suki
